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COVID-19 vaccines for 
Palestinians
The Lancet Palestinian Health Alliance 
(LPHA), established in 2009, following 
the Lancet Series on health and health 
care in the occupied Palestinian territory, 
is an informal network of Palestinian, 
regional, and international colleagues 
researching the health of Palestinians. 
Ten annual scientific conferences 
have been held, with 748 research 
presentations involving more than 
1000 coauthors. The LPHA has no 
representative or political purpose and 
prefers to speak only via the evidence 
presented in research studies. In the 
current COVID-19 vaccination crisis, 
however, we, the Steering Group of the 
LPHA, feel obliged to speak out.

Primary prevention of COVID-19 is 
crucial in all countries, but especially 
in the occupied Palestinian territory, 
including the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
with its limited ability to cope with a 
surge of clinical cases. The Gaza Strip 
in particular has been under intensified 
blockade by Israel since 2007, resulting 
in shortages in medical supplies and 
clinical capacity.

Israel has denied its status and role 
as an occupier of the West Bank and 
the attendant responsibilities for the 
health of the occupied population, as 
laid down in the Geneva Convention 
and highlighted by the UN and 
18 human rights organisations.1,2 
This denial is grossly at odds with 
facts on the ground, including: the 
limited control of the Palestinian 
Authority, involving only 38% of the 
West Bank, with the other 62% under 
Israeli military control; the building of 
125 settlements on Palestinian land 
and about 100 outposts, with their 
associated infrastructure, including 
separate roads to Israel; the demolition 
of Palestinian buildings and destruc-
tion of agricultural land; the discrimi-
natory nature of water management, 
favouring settlement communities 
and undermining Palestinian commu-
nities; and the impunity of settler 
violence. These are the hallmarks of an 

occupying presence, with implications 
for the health-care system and the 
health, livelihoods, and prospects of 
Palestinians.

Israel is complicit in the increased 
vulnerability of the Palestinian popu-
lation to COVID-19. Israel has not only a 
legal but a moral responsibility to secure 
the urgent availability of approved 
vaccines. We call on physicians and 
other health professionals to raise their 
voices and put pressure on the Israeli 
Government to provide vaccines to 
Palestinians, including Palestine refu-
gees on the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
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